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Jeremiah 29:11-14  “For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to 
Me and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when 
you search for Me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, says 
the Lord, and I will bring you back from your captivity…”  

Everyone has a story.  And if you believe in Jesus, your story 
contains a “before and after” – who you were and what you were 
about BEFORE you met Jesus and of course, who you are and what 
you are about now, AFTER you have met Jesus.  And of course, 
there is also the part of the story where the Father drew you to 
Jesus, with His deep and mysterious love.  

� What stands out to you about Dan’s story?  What moves you most 
deeply�and why? 

� When did you meet Jesus Christ�and are you still living 
surrendered to Him?  Are there areas where you are “holding back?”  
Why? 

� What do you need to tell men at your table today – in a sentence  - 
about what you are asking the Lord Jesus to do in your heart?  What 
area do you need help surrendering, so that you can live more freely 
before Him and the people you love?  

Reflect Upon Your Own Story 
Let your heart be overwhelmed with gratitude that “you aren’t what you 
used to be” – and anticipate with passion and excitement that “you 
aren’t yet what you are some day going to be!!”  Ask yourself if there is 
anything…anything…that is standing in your way of even more 
completely surrendering your will and your life to Jesus, so that you can 
experience the complete freedom and blessing of your Heavenly Father 
– blessing that will drip over into the lives of your wife or girlfriend, your 
children, your grandchildren, your work and literally everyone you come 
in contact with!! 

And maybe, just maybe, some of you will reflect (to quote U2), 
@:   “I’m stuck in the moment and I can’t get out of it.”  Maybe 
you have heard about Jesus and gone to church and done some 
charity work – but have never “come to your senses” like the 
young man in Luke 15:17 and said to yourself, “I don’t have to 
live this way anymore.  Maybe there is a God who is my Father 
and who loves me, like He loves Dan.  Maybe He has a plan for 
me.  Maybe His Son Jesus really did die for me.  I’m tired of being 
stuck.  I’m tired of the pig sty.  I want to come home.”  If these 
are your thoughts, today is your day!! Bow your heart before your 
heavenly Father and tell Him, “I believe.  I surrender.  I’m yours.  
Just stay with me, and I want to walk with you for the rest of my 
life.”  
 
 

Please Read & Meditate Upon The Word 
 

Joel 2:25, 26 – “So I will restore to you the years that the 
swarming locust has eaten…and ye shall eat in plenty and be 
satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD, your God, that hath 
dealt wondrously with you...” 

 


